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Only tiny remnants of 
tall grass prairie remain, 
for this land is also ideal 
for wheat and cereal 
crops. 

Where they still survive, 
like here at Oak 
Hammock Marsh, the 
tall grasses can indeed 
tickle the bellies of 
horses, as settlers 
claimed. This ragged 
appearance in late May 
will transform rapidly as 
the weather warms. 
These grasses thrive in 
the heat of summer. 
Half a dozen species 
range from knee to 
shoulder high. When 
the site receives 
enough grazing, dozens 
of species of wildflowers 
fill in the spaces.
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https://www.oakhammockmarsh.ca
https://www.oakhammockmarsh.ca


The twisted branches of the Burr 
Oak suggest a struggle, but this 
prairie tree thrives in the narrow 
band between dry grassland and 
wet boreal forest.
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Major Land Uses

Commercial fishing

Farming, especially forage crops


Main Communities

Winnipeg


Aboriginal Peoples

Metis


Parks and Natural Areas

Oak Hammock Marsh

Living Prairie Museum


Further Information
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Transportation has changed over the past 150 years! The all-wood and oxen-powered 
Red River Carts carried Metis people east across the prairie every spring, searching 
for buffalo, then back to the Red River to harvest their crops in Fall. You can get the 
whole story at Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site.

Modern farm equipment covers ground faster, but at 
what cost?. The expenses of machinery, fuel, fertilizer 
and herbicides can absorb much of the increased 
income that farmers receive. Rob Gardner
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https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/mb/fortgarry


This restful trail shows the sandy 
soil, good for growing aspen and 

birch, and a host of shrubs.Rob Gardner

Looking east across the Winnipeg River to the 
coniferous forrest of 18 Central Boreal Uplands.
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The Winnipeg River, shown here, was on the main route from Lake 
Superior to the prairies. It separates 18 Central Boreal Uplands on 
the far shore from the more deciduous 14 Manitoba Lowlands.


